
CHRISTIAN VALUE OF THE TERM:  LOVE 

Strong Roots, Growing Minds
Our School Christian Vision: 'Working together to build a firm foundation for learning and caring.’

Rooted in Matthew 7 24 – 25:  ‘Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice
 is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.'  
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Purple Pages

A huge thank you to everyone who donated so generously to our Harvest Festival this week. We 
are incredibly grateful for your kindness and support. We enjoyed a beautiful service, during 
which we welcomed our Reception children into the St John’s family. Each child placed their 
pebble into our Koinonia dish, symbolising their place within our school community, and received 
their very own Bible. Thank you also to our wonderful House Captains, who did a fantastic job 
helping to lead the service.

This week, our Year 5 and Year 6 children were lucky enough to enjoy an author visit from Abi 
Elphinstone. It was a wonderful opportunity to inspire our young readers and writers, and we hope 
it has sparked lots of excitement and imagination!

A little reminder that Parents’ Evening takes place next week. When you arrive, please enter via 
the Pottery Room and spend some time looking through their books in the Year 4 classrooms. You 
can then make your way into the hall for your appointment at your allocated time. We look 
forward to welcoming you into school and sharing your child’s learning and progress with you.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.

Mrs West-Gaul

Dates For Your Diary

October
20th Parents Evening
21st Parents Evening
21st End of term
22nd INSET
23rd INSET
November
2nd Children return to school
4th Open Evening for September 2027 starters
11th Wear something red in support of the Poppy Appeal
11th Year 6 Parents Information Meeting
16th - 20th Anti-bullying Week
18th Open Morning for September 2027 starters
25th INSET Day
28th PTA Christmas Fayre



 General Notices

School Photographs

The proofs of the recent photos of 
individuals and family groups have 
now been sent home.  Should you 
wish to make a purchase, please 
note the deadline is Monday 19th 
October.

Parents’ Evenings

A reminder to book an appointment via 
the Arbor Parent Portal to see your child’s 
teacher at the parents evenings:

Tuesday 20th October: 3.30pm-7pm
Wednesday 21st October: 3.30pm-5.30pm

Please note that all teacher-led after 
school clubs are cancelled for the week of 
19th-21st October.

Updated School Menus

Please note the updated menus for Term 2 have been 
added to School Grid so are now live and ready for 
booking and will start with Week 2.  The menus are being 
sent out for your reference and will also be available on 
the school website.

Please note the Pre-Order Deadline is Thursday 29th October.  

Stay and Calculate

This year, we are excited to introduce Stay and Calculate 
sessions across the school!

These sessions will give parents the opportunity to explore the 
Maths skills their children are learning and discover how these 
skills progress throughout the primary school journey.

Each year group will be invited to attend a session on a separate date. The session will 
begin with 30 minutes in the hall, where a teacher will teach a particular Math skill and 
explain how it develops across the year groups. Parents will then have 30 minutes to 
join their child in the classroom to practise the skill together.

Our aim is to help parents gain a greater understanding of our approach to teaching 
Maths and feel more confident supporting their children's mathematical learning at 
home.

We look forward to welcoming families to these sessions! 



Awards and Achievements
Well done to all our pupils who have achieved an award.

 Star of the 
Week Star Reader PE Achievements of the Week

Acorns
Noah

Maeve N/A N/A

Ash Mila Remi Hugo and Mila (Playing Fair) 

Birch Albie Codie-Leigh Hugo, Toby and Hope (Playing Fair)  

Chestnut Presley Isabella Presley and Eden (Playing Fair) 

Elm Ivy Shaylun Leo and Bonnie (Calm and Confident)  

Hazel Ronan Dexter Hugo and Oliver (Amazing Ability) 

Holly Elsie Serena Lyra and Tommy (Terrific Teamwork)  

Maple Blake James Casey (Really Resilient) and Ayda (Terrific 
Teamwork) 

Oak Nancy-Rose Amelia Poppy-Rose and Zack (Fantastic Focus) 

Pine Mason Aeris Sam, Harry (Playing Fair) Sophia L (Really 
Resilient), Aoife (Huge Helper) 

Rowan  Myla Jaxon Myla, Jake and Samantha (Terrific 
Teamwork) 

Sycamore Anikah Zena Amelia S (Playing Fair), Charlie and Sorya 
(Amazing Ability)  

Willow Darcey Lola Mollie and Jack B ( Playing Fair) 

Top 
Doodle 
Class

 CHESTNUT   

Friday Treat



Out of School Achievements

Well done to Jack  (Willow class) who 
entered his tennis club annual 

championships in the U16 boys category 
and was runner up 

Well done to Harry (Willow class)who took 
part in a gymnastics competition at 
Hengrove at the weekend, with 
Writhlington boys development group. He 
was pleased to earn Gold in his Floor 
routine and Silver for Trampette.



Reading in Year Two

Sketch It Friday

Our text focus in reading and literacy has been The 
Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson. The 
story follows an owlet called Plop as he overcomes 
his fear of the dark.

Over the past weeks we have been using our senses 
to describe settings for stories similar to the book. To 
help us with our setting descriptions, we took our 
learning outdoors with a sensory walk up to the 
woods where we sat, looked and listened. We’ve 
also explored Plop’s experience of watching 
fireworks for the first time, using our sensory ideas to 
create wonderful descriptive writing and colorful 
artwork!

Pupils have today 
been challenged to 

draw pine cones and 
have made fantastic 

sketches.
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