
 

 St.Mary’s Reading Spine 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 
 
Nursery  
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

The Enormous 
Turnip 

Dear Zoo by Rod 
Campbell 

The Train Ride 
by June Crebbin 

Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear by 
Bill Martin and 
Eric Carle 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by 
Eric Carle 

Handa’s surprise 
by Eileen Brown 

Dinosaur Roar 

by Peter Curtis 

The Gruffalo by 

Julia Donaldson 

Goldilocks and 

the Three Bears 

Jaspers 
Beanstalk by 
Mick Inkpen 

Hug by Jez 
Alborough 

Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 

Daily readers/ 
Curriculum 
books  
 
50 great reads 
to share across 
the year 
 

4W Quality Text 
The Enormous 
Turnip/The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
Little Rabbit Foo Foo and 
Arthur Robins 
 
Number 
Ten Little Fingers and Ten 
Little Toes by Mem Fox 
 
PSED/Well Being 
Puffin Peter by Peter 
Horacek 
 
Diversity 
We’re Going to Find a 
monster by Malorie 
Blackman 

T4W Quality Text 
Dear Zoo/ Dinosaur roar 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
Each Peach Pear Plum by 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
 
Number 
Ten little Monkeys by 
Mike Brownlow 
 
PSED/Well Being 
The Worrysaurus by 
Rachel Bright 
 
Diversity 
Baby Goes to Market by 
Atinuke 
 
Understanding the 
World Topic 

4W Quality Text 
The Train ride/ 
Goldilocks and the 3 
bears 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
Trains, trains, trains by 
Donna David 
 
Number 
Hooray for Fish by Lucy 
Cousin 
 
PSED/Well Being 
How Rude by Clare 
Helen Welsh 
 
Diversity 
Daddy do my Hair by 
Tola Okogwu 
 

4W Quality Text 
Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear/ Hug 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
We’re Going on a Egg 
Hunt by Martha 
Mumford 
 
Number 
How Many Legs and Kes 
Gray and Jim Field 
 
PSED/Well Being 
The Same but Different 
to by Karl Newson 
 
Diversity 
First Festivals by 
Ladybird 
 

4W Quality Text 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar/Jaspers 
Beanstalk 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
The Big Red Bath by Julia 
Jarman 
 
Number 
Lifesize by Sophy Henn 
 
PSED/Well Being 
Love Makes a Family 
 
Diversity 
Hair Love by Matthew 
Cherry 
 
Understanding the 
World Topic 

4W Quality Text 
Handa’s Surprise/The 
Gruffalo 
 
Rhyme/Repeated 
Pattern  
Peepo by Janet and Allen 
Ahlberg 
 
Number 
Nibbles Numbers by 
Emma Yarlett 
 
PSED/Well Being 
I really Want the Cake by 
Simon Philip 
 
Diversity 
Meesha Makes Friends 
by Tom Percival 
 
Understanding the 



 

 
Understanding the 
World Topic 
Busy Nursery 
 
-Elves and the 
Shoemaker 
-Puss in Boots 
-Rapunzel 
-Red Riding Hood 
-Cinderella 
-Princess and the Pea 
-Hansel and Gretal 
-The Gingerbread Man 

The Big Book of Beasts 
by Yuval Zommer 
 
-The Big Red Bath 
-Augustus and his Smile 
-Billy’s Bucket 
-Blown Away 
-Can’t you sleep little 
bear 
-The Littlest Yak 
-My Dad is a Grizzly Bear 

Understanding the 
World Topic 
My Big Book of Transport 
by Moira Butterfield 
 
-The Boy who Loves 
Everyone 
-Dogs don’t  do ballet 
-Fair Shares 
-Hurrah for Fish 
How to Catch a Star 
-Giraffes Can't Dance 
-Look what I Found in 
the Woods 
 

Understanding the 
World Topic 
My First book of Seasons 
 
-Each Peach Pear Plum 
-Hugless Douglas 
-I am a Bear 
-I Will Not Ever Eat a 
Tomato 
-Love Makes a Family 
-The Odd Egg 

Rosa’s Sunflower 
Experiment/Life Cycles 
by Jessica Spanyol 
 
 
-How to Hide a Lion 
-In my Heart 
-I Really Want Cake 
-It’s Okay to be Different 
-Little Rabbit Foo Foo 
-Mr Tiger Goes Wild 
-Please Mr Panda 

World Topic 
You Choose by Nick 
Sharrat 
  
-The Rainbow Fish 
-Press Here 
-Baby Goes to Market 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts    



 

 

Reception 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

Owl Babies 
By Martin 
Waddell 
The colour 
Monster 
The map book 
 

The Owl who was 
afraid of the dark 
Little Glow 
Cant you sleep 
little bear? 
 

Whatever Next by 
Jill Murphy 
 
Look Up 
Nathan Bryan 

The Little Red Hen 
 
Emergency 

The Tiny Seed by 
Eric Carle 
The Very hungry 
caterpillar 
The odd egg 

The Three Little 
Pigs 
Dear Zoo 
 Handa’s Surprise 
Eileen Browne 

Daily readers 
Curriculum 
books  
 
50 great reads 
to share across 
the year 

-We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt by 
Micheal Rosen 
 
The Gruffalo by 
Julia Donaldson 
 
-Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels by 
Quentin Blake 
 
-Mr Gumpy’s 
Outing by John 
Burningham 
 
-Supertato by Sue 
Hendra and Paul 
Linnet 
 
-Leaf Man by Lois 
Ehlert 

The Smedds and 
the Smoos by 
Julia Donaldson 
 
-Shh! We Have a 
Plan by Chris 
Haughton 
 
-Wriggle and Roar 
by Julia 
Donaldson and 
Nick Sharratt 
 
-The Dot by 
Peter H. Reynolds 
 
-Be Kind by Pat 
Zietlow Miller 
 
1 to 10 and back 
again by Nick 

-Peepo 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 
 
-Tilda Tries Again 
Tom Percival 
 
-Mog and Meg 
Helen Nicoll 
 
-Zim Zam Zoom! 
By James Carter 
and Nicola Colton 
 
-The Bear who 
Starred 
Duncan Beedle 
 
-How to be a 
superhero by Sue 
Fliess 

-Oi Frog! 
Kes Grey and Kim 
Field 
 
-You Can't Take an 
Elephant on the 
Bus by Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck 
 
I am not a box by 
Antoinette Portis 
 
Beautiful oops! By 
Barney Salzberg 
 
Real Superheros 
by Julia Seal 
 
You cant call an 
elephant in an 
emergency by 

-Puffin Peter by 
Peter Horacek 
 
-Farmer Duck by 
Martin Waddell 
 
-Actual Size by 
Steve Jenkins 
 
-The Lion Inside 
by Rachel Bright 
and Jim Field 
 
-Suddenly! by 
Colin 
McNaughton 
 
-Big Box, Little 
Box by Carly Hart 
and Edward 
Underwood 

-Little red riding 
hood 
 
Shark in the Park! 
- 
-Hairy Maclary 
from Donaldson’s 
Dairy 
 
-Don’t Let the 
Pigeon Drive the 
Bus by 
Mo Willems 
 
-There’s a tiger in 
our garden by 
Lizzy Stewart 
 
-Superhero Dad 
by Timothy 
Knapman 



 

 
-Aaaargh, Spider! 
Lydia Monks 
 
-Listen, Listen 
Phillis Gershator 
 
Lulus first day by 
Anna Quinn 
 
-Hands are not for 
hitting (PSHE) by 
Martine Agassi 
 
Martha maps it 
out by Leigh 
Hodgkinson 
 
Starting school 

Sharrat 
 
-Bears love 
squares 
 
Barbara throws a 
wobbler by Nadia 
Shireen 
 
The best Diwali 
ever by Sonali 
Shah 
 
-Triangle/circle/sq
uare  by 
Mac Barnett & 
Jon Klassen 

 
- Bear Shaped by 
Dawn 
Coulter-Cruttende
n 
 
-Six Dinner Sid by 
Inga Moore 
 
Aliens Love 
underpants 
I am not a paper 
toilet roll by 
carlton publishing 
 
Im not an egg box 
 
George saves the 
world by 
lunchtime by Jo 
Redman 

Patricia 
Cleaveland-Peck 
 
A Superhero like 
you by Ranj Singh 
 
One day on our 
blue planet by 
Ella Baily 
 
So Much 
 
Guess how much I 
love you 
 
 

 
Tree by Britta 
Teckentrup 
 
Rosa’s Sunflower 
Experiment/Life 
cycles by Jessica 
Spanyol 
 
The ugly 5 by Julia 
Donaldson 
 
-10 Little 
Dinosaurs by 
-Mike Brownlow- 
 
All Join In by 
Quentin Blake 
 
How much does a 
ladybird weigh? 

 
-My Hair by 
Hannah Lee 
Nick Sharratt 
 
-Duck in the Truck 
Jez Alborough 
 
-You Choose by 
Nick Sharrat 
 
-The Hueys and 
the New Jumper 
by 
Oliver Jeffers 
 
-Ready Steady Mo 
by Mo Farah 
 
-There Was an 
Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Fly 
Pam Adams 
 
On the way home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts        



 

 
Year 1  
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

You Choose- 
captions 

 
Oi Frog!  

 

Dogger Transport link - 
Naughty Bus  

Jack and the 
beanstalk  

Jack and the 
Beanstalk  

 
Man on the 
Moon/space 

book 

Animal fun text- 
riddle - rumble 

in the jungle  
 

Monkey puzzle 
 

Storm Whale  

Daily readers Grandpa by 
John 
Burningham 
  
After the Fall, 
Dan Santat 
  
Once there were 
Giants by Martin 
Waddell 
  
My Hair by 
Hannah Lee 
  
Stanley’s Stick 
by John Hegley 
and Neal Layton 
 
The Growing 
Story 

The Teddy Bear 
David McPhail 
  
Christmasauras, 
Tom Fletcher 
 
Once Upon A 
Fairytale: A 
Choose-Your- 
Own Fate 
  
The Paper Dolls 
– Julia 
Donaldson 
  
Find your Happy 
Emily Coxhead 

Lost and Found 
by Oliver 
Jefferies  
  
The Snail and 
the Whale by 
Julia Donadlson  
  
The Dot 
  
Izzy Gizmo 
  
The Big Book of 
the Blue: Yuval 
Zommer 
  
Dear 
Greenpeace 

Grandad’s Island 
Benji Davies 
  
Naughty Bus 
  
Amazing Grace 
  
Look Up! 
  
Mixed 

Coming to 
 England 
 Baroness Floella 
Benjamin  
  
The Big Book of 
the UK 
  
  
Paddington 
series 
  

The Dark  
Lemony Snicket 
  
Where the Wild 
things are- 
Maurice Sendak 
  
The Building 
Boy- Ross 
Montgomery 
  
Tadpoles 
Promise- Jeanne 
Willis 
 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-growing-story/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-growing-story/


 

Ruth Krauss 
 & Helen 
Oxenbury 

Curriculum 
books  

Toys from the 
Past- Joanna 
Brundle 
Toys and Games 
Sally Hewitt 

Aargh! There’s a 
Skeleton Inside 
You! 

Idan Ben-Barak 
& Julian Frost 
  
Titch- Pat 
Hutchins 

Lost in the Toy 
Museum: An 
Adventure 

David Lucas 
 
Meesha makes 
friends by Tom 
Percival 

Tree: Seasons 
Come and 
Seasons Go 
  
Martha Maps it 
out 
  
The Lost 
Property Office- 
Emily Rand 
  
Zim, Zam, Zoom 
by James Carter 
(poetry) 

Voices in the 
Park Anthony 
Brown 
  
The skies above 
my eyes- 
Charlotte 
Guillsin, Yuval 
Zommer 
 
Last Stop on 
Market Street 
Matt de la Pena 
& Christian 
Robinson 
 
Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels By 
Quentin Blake 
 
 

Beegu 

Hidden Figures: 
The True Story 
of Four Black 
Women and the 
Space Race 

Emilia Earhart: 
Little People Big 
Dreams 

Neil Armstrong 

Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara 
 & Christophe 
Jacques 

Mae Jemison 

Maria Isabel 
Sanchez Vegara 
& Janna Morton 

Little People big 
dreams: Queen 
Elizabeth 
  
A seed is sleepy 
  
Big Book of 
Blooms 
  
Queen’s 
handbag 
  
Katie in London, 
James Mayhew 
  
Katie in 
Scotland, James 
Mayhew 
 
 
 
  

Jaspers 
Beanstalk by 
Nick 
Butterworth 
and Mick Inkpen 
 
Maps of the 
United Kingdom 
by Rachel Dixon 
& Ms. Livi 
Gosling 
 
Katie Morag: 
Island Stories by 
Mairi 
Hedderwick 
 
Crazy 
Mayonnaisy 
Mum by Julia 
Donaldson 
(poetry) 

 
 

 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/aargh-theres-a-skeleton-inside-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/aargh-theres-a-skeleton-inside-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/aargh-theres-a-skeleton-inside-you/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/lost-in-the-toy-museum-an-adventure-2/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/lost-in-the-toy-museum-an-adventure-2/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/lost-in-the-toy-museum-an-adventure-2/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/last-stop-on-market-street/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/last-stop-on-market-street/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/mrs-armitage-on-wheels/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/mrs-armitage-on-wheels/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/neil-armstrong/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/mae-jemison/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/maps-of-the-united-kingdom/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/maps-of-the-united-kingdom/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/katie-morag-island-stories/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/katie-morag-island-stories/


 

 
 
 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 
 
Year 2 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

Tuesday by 
David Weisner 
 
Billy the Brave 
Knight (Talk 4 
Writing text Pie 
Corbett) 
 

Traction Man Is 
Here by Mini 
Grey  

Meerkat Mail by 
Emily Gravett  

The Bear & The 
Piano by David 
Litchfield  

Emily Brown & 
The Thing by 
Cressida Cowell  

The Day the 
Crayons Quit by 
Drew Daywalt  

Daily readers The Trouble 
with Trolls - Jan 
Brett 
 
Dr Xargle's Book 
of Earthlets by 
Tony Ross   
 
The Gecko and 
the Echo by 
Rachel Bright 

The Owl Who 
Was Afraid of 
the Dark by Jill 
Tomlinson  
 
The Book With 
No Pictures by 
B.J Novak 
 
Fungus the 
Bogeyman by 
Raymond Briggs  

Fantastic Mr Fox 
by Roald Dahl  
 
Wolves by Emily 
Gravett 
 
The Diary of a 
Killer Cat by 
Anne Fine.  

The Hodgeheg 
by Dick 
King-Smith  
 
Slug Needs A 
Hug by Jeanne 
Willis  

Oliver and The 
Seawigs by 
Ohillip Reeve  
 
Marv and the 
mega robot by 
Alex Falase-Koya 
 
 

The Enchanted 
Wood by  
Enid Blyton  
 
The Rainbow 
Bear by Michael 
Morpurgo 



 

Curriculum 
books  

The Big Book of 
the Blue by 
Yuval Zommer  
 
An Anthology of 
Aesop’s Fables 
by 
Helen Ward 
 
Poems to 
Perform by Julia 
Donaldson 

The Owl and the 
Pussycat by 
Edward Lear 
 
How Rabbit 
Stole the Fire by 
Joanna 
Troughton 
 
Two places to 
call home by 
Phil Earle 

A Planet Full of 
Plastic by Neal 
Layton  
 
Dear 
Greenpeace by 
Simon James  
 
The Whale who 
wanted more by 
Rachel Bright 
 
Somebody 
crunched Colin 
by Sarah 
Roberts 
 
The Great Fire of 
London by 
Emma Adams 
and James 
Weston Lewis 

Vlad and the 
Great Fire of 
London by Kate 
Cunningham  
 
I Doko, The Tale 
of the Basket by 
Ed Young 
 
The Great Fire of 
London by 
Stewart Ross 
 
 

Florence 
Nightingale - 
Little People Big 
Dreams by 
Maria Isabel 
Sanchez-Vegara 
 
The 
Extraordinary 
Life of Mary 
Seacole by 
Naida Redgrave  
 
Daydreams and 
Jellybeans - 
poems to read 
aloud (poetry) 
 
 
 

Fantastically 
Great Women 
Who Changed 
the World by 
Kate Pankhurst 
 
Tiddalick: The 
Frog Who 
Caused a Flood 
by Robert 
Roennfeldt 
 
What made 
Tiddalik laugh 
by Joanna 
Troughton 
 
Wombat Stew 
By Marcia K 
Vaughn  
 
The Comet by 
Joe 
Todd-Stanton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 
 
Year 3 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

The Egyptian 
Cinderella - 

Shirley Climo  
 

Flat Stanley and 
the Great 
Egyptian 
Robbery 

The Scarab’s 
Secret by Nick 

Would 
 

Secrets of a Sun 
King by Emma 

Carroll 
 

There’s a 
Pharaoh in our 
Bath- Jeremy 

Strong   

Stone Age Boy  
by Satoshi 
Kitamura 

 
Stoneage Tells: 
The Great Cave 
by Terry Deary  

 
 
 

The Tin Forest 
by Helen Ward 

and Wayne 
Anderson 

 
The Wild Way 

Home by Sophie 
Kirtley  

Leon and the 
Place Between 

by Angela 
McAllister 

 
 

The Iron Man by 
Ted Hughes 

 
The Lion the 

Witch and the 
Wardrobe  

Daily readers A monster ate 
my packed lunch 
by Pamela 
Butchart 

 
The Creakers by 
Tom Fletcher  

The Wildway 
Home by Sophie 
Kirtley  
 
The Lost 
Homework by 
Richard O’Neill  
 
Charlotte's Web 
by EB White  
 

The 
Firework-Makers 
Daughter  
 
The Wildway 
Home by Sophie 
Kirtley  

Nim’s Island by 
Wendy Orr 

 
 
Yapping Away  
 
The Nothing to 
See Here Hotel 
by Steven Butler  
 
The Journey by 
Aaron Becker  

Curriculum 
books  

The upside 
down river by 

Where Zebras 
Go by Sue 

The Rock 
Factory by Jaqui 

The Secrets of 
Stone Henge by 

Things that grow 
by Libby Waldon  

 
 



 

Jean- Claude 
Mourlevant  
 
Forces and 
Magnets  
 
The River by 
Hanako Clulow  
 
Amazing River 
by Julie 
Vosburgh 
Agnone  
 
 
 

Hardy-DAwson 
 
 
 
Who eats who? 
By Patrica 
Lauber  
 
Foodchain by 
M.P Robertson 
 
Mummies 
Unwrapped by 
Tom Frose  
 
The Story of 
Tutankhamun by 
Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck  

Bailey 
 
The Pebble in 
my Pocket by 
Meredith 
Cooper 
 
Stones and 
Bones by Rob 
Wilshaw  
 
Stone Girl Bone 
Girl by Laurence 
Anholt  

Mich Manning  
 
Ramadan Moon 
by Na’ime B 
Robert 
 
 
How the Whale 
Became by Ted 
Hughes  

The DNA - stone 
age mystery by 
Dr Mandy 
Hartley 
 
The First 
Drawing by 
Mordicai 
Gerstein  
 

 
 
The Amazing 
Life Cycle of 
Plants by Kay 
Barnham 
 
The Stolen 
Spear by Saviour 
Pirotta  

 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 
 
Year 4 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

Escape from 
Pompeii by 
Christina Balit 
(pre teaching for 

Varjack Paw by 
SF Said 

Podkin One Ear 
by Kieran 
Larwood 

Butterfly Lion by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 

Who let the 
Gods out by Maz 
Evans  
 

Shackleton’s 
Journey 



 

T5) (consolidation 
from T1/2) 

Daily readers Varjack Paw by 
SF Said 
 
A monster ate 
my packed lunch 
by Pamela 
Butchart 

The Outlaw 
Varjack Paw by 
SF Said 
 
Grimwood by 
Nadia Shireen  

Bright Storm: A 
Sky Ship 
Adventure by 
Vashti Vardi 
 
The Promise by 
Nicola Davies 

Butterfly Lion by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Charlie changes 
into a chicken by 
Sam Copeland  

Who let the 
Gods out by Maz 
Evans 
 
Planet Stan by 
Elaine Wickson  

Dr Doolittle by 
Hugh Lofting 
 
 
Space Band by 
Tom Fletcher 

Curriculum 
books  

The Thieves 
Ostia by 
Caroline 
Lawerence  
 
The Listeners 
(poem) by 
Walter de La 
Mare 
 
Antarctica: a 
continent of 
wonder by 
MArio Cuesta 
Hernado  
 
Antarctic news 
reports 
 

The Thieves 
Ostia by 
Caroline 
Lawerence  
 
The Listeners 
(poem) by 
Walter de La 
Mare 
 
Step into 
Ancient Greece 
by Richard 
Tames. 
 
Gods and 
Goddesses 
By Tegen Evans  
 
Antarctica: a 

The USA 
Nonfiction texts 
 
What happened 
in the world? 
 
Atlases 
 
Collected Poems 
for Children by 
Charles Causley  
 
Hello World: 
USA by Jill 
Mcdonald.  

Meet The 
Ancient Greeks  
 
What happened 
When in the 
world 
 
This is Greece by 
Miroslav Sasek 
 
The Corinthian 
Girl by Christina 
Balit  
 
Mythology 
 
The  
Roman Record 
by Osborne 
 

All about the 
Greeks -Non 
Fiction  
 
The Topsy 
Turvey Wood 
(poem) by 
William Brighty 
Rands 
 
I wonder why 
greeks built 
temples 
 
Hide and Seek 
History - The 
Greeks 
 
Please Mrs 
Butler (poetry) 

 
The Sound 
collector by 
Roger Mcgough 
(poetry) 
 
 



 

The Greek: 
Alexander 
Victorious.  
 
So you think 
you’ve got it 
bad? Kids life in 
Ancient Greece 
by Chae Strarhie  
 
See Inside 
Energy  

continent of 
wonder by 
MArio Cuesta 
Hernado  
 
Mark of the 
Cylops  by 
Saviour Pirotta  
 
All about 
Antarctica by 
Marc Martin  
 
 
 
 

Habitats by Jon 
Richards  
 
 

 
The  
Roman Record 
by Osborne 
 
See Inside 
Ancient Rome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 
 
Year 5 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  



 

Core writing 
books 

Where The 
Forest Meets 

The Sea  

The Man who 
walked between 

the Towers 

Farther by 
Grahame 

Baker-Smith 

Varmints by 
Helen Ward 

The Boy Who 
Became Queen 

by Christina Balit 

Rain Player by 
David 

Wisniewski 

Daily readers Swallows and 
Amazons by 
Arthur Ransome 
 
Hamish and the 
Worldstoppers 
by Danny 
Wallace 
 
The breakfast 
club adventures 
by Marcus 
Rashford 
 
 

The treasure 
hunters by Lisa 
Thompson 

Cosmic by Frank 
Cottrell Boyce  
 
The Man who 
walked between 
the Towers by 
Mordecai 
Gernstein  

The Goldfish 
Boy by Lisa 
Thompson 

Oh Maya Gods 
by Maz Evans 
 
The Arrival by 
Shaun Tan  
 
 

1000 year old 
boy by Ross 
Welford 
 
Wonder by R.J. 
Palacio 
 
Call me Lion by 
Camilla Chester 

Curriculum 
books  

The Maya and 
Chichén Itzá 
(Time Travel 
Guides) By Ben 
Hubbard 
 
Moon Juice by 
Kate Wakeling 
(poetry) 
 

Amazon 
Adventure: 
Unfolding 
Journeys By 
Stewart Ross & 
Jenni Sparks 
 
The Rainforest 
Book by 
Charlotte Milner 
 
 

Beowulf by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Anglo-Saxon Boy 
by Tony 
Bradman 
 
The Complete 
Nonsense of 
Edward Lear 
(Poetry) 

Everest: The 
Remarkable 
Story of Edmund 
Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay 
By Alexandra 
Stewart & Joe 
Todd Stanton 
 

Why Are There 
Different 
Computer 
Languages? By 
Kirsty Holmes 
 
Agent Asha: 
Mission Shark 
Bytes By Sophie 
Deen & Anjan 
Sarkar 

There once was 
a queen by 
Michael 
Morpurgo  
 
The Bright and 
Bold Human 
Body: The 
Reproductive 
System By Sonya 
Newland 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-maya-and-chichen-itza-time-travel-guides/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-maya-and-chichen-itza-time-travel-guides/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-maya-and-chichen-itza-time-travel-guides/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-maya-and-chichen-itza-time-travel-guides/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazon-adventure-unfolding-journeys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazon-adventure-unfolding-journeys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazon-adventure-unfolding-journeys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazon-adventure-unfolding-journeys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/everest-the-remarkable-story-of-edmund-hillary-and-tenzing-norgay/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/everest-the-remarkable-story-of-edmund-hillary-and-tenzing-norgay/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/everest-the-remarkable-story-of-edmund-hillary-and-tenzing-norgay/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/everest-the-remarkable-story-of-edmund-hillary-and-tenzing-norgay/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/everest-the-remarkable-story-of-edmund-hillary-and-tenzing-norgay/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/why-are-there-different-computer-languages/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/why-are-there-different-computer-languages/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/why-are-there-different-computer-languages/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/why-are-there-different-computer-languages/
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Dr Maggie’s 
Grand Tour of 
the solar system  

  
 

Mountains of 
the World By 
Dieter Braun 
 
Illumanatomy by 
Kate Davies & 
Carnovsky 
 
Kay’s Anatomy 
By Adam Kay & 
Henry Paker 

 
Overheard in a 
Tower Block by  
Joseph Coelho 
(poetry) 
 
 
 

Bright Bursts of 
Colour by Matt 
Goodfellow 
(poetry) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archaic language      Nonlinear time sequence         Narratively complex             Figurative/symbolic text              Resistant texts 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/mountains-of-the-world/
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Year 6 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5  Term 6  

Core writing 
books 

Warrior Boy By 
Virginia Clay  

Goodnight 
Mister Tom by 

Michelle 
Magorian 

 

Pig Heart Boy By 
Marlorie 
Blackman  

The Island at the 
end of 

everything  

 The Mysteries 
of Harris Burdick  

Holes By Louis 
Sachar 

Daily readers A Monster Calls by 
Patrick Ness  
 
When The Sky Falls 
by Phil Earle 
 
Wings of Glory by 
Dermot O’Leary  

A Christmas Carol 
by Charles 
Dickens 

Time Travelling 
with a Hamster 
by Ross Welford 

Rock Star 
Detectives by 
Adam Hills 

Orphans of the 
Tide by Struan 
Murphy 

Holes by Louis 
Sachar 
 
Darwin’s Dragons 
by Lindsay Galvin 

Curriculum 
books  

Goodnight Mister 
Tom by Michelle 
Magorian 
 
Once by Morris 
Gleitzman 
 
Letters from the 
Lighthouse by 
Emma Carroll 
 
The Lion and the 
Unicorn by Shirley 
Hughes 
 
The Diary of Anne 

Jesse Owens: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams by Maria 
Vegara 
 
Journey to 
Jo’burg by 
Beverley Naidoo 
 
Expedition 
Diaries: African 
Savannah by 
Simon Chapman 
 
Funky Chickens by 
Benjamin 

Into the Volcano 
by Jess 
Butterworth 
 
Pop-Up Volcano 
by Tom Vaillant 
 
Fact Planet: 
Volcanoes by Izzy 
Howell 

Illegal by 
Eoin Colfer 
 
The Island at the 
End of Everything 
by Kiran Hargrave  
 
Overheard in a 
Tower Block by 
Joseph Coelho 
(Poetry) 

Around the 
World in Eighty 
Days by Jules 
Verne 
 
Survivors by David 
Long 
 
Horrible Histories: 
Gorgeous 
Georgians 
 
 
 
 

Pig Heart Boy by 
Malorie 
Blackman 
 
The Mysteries of 
Harris Burdick by 
Chris van Allsburg 
 
The Tempest by 
William 
Shaespeare 
 
 



 

Frank Zephania (poetry) 
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