
Stone C of E Combined School 
Year 4 (age 8-9) (KS2) 

Here are some fantastic books for Year 4 to read. 

 

A Boy and a Bear in a Boat 
Dave Shelton 
 
A boy and a bear go to sea, equipped with a suitcase, a comic book 
and a ukulele. They are only travelling a short distance and it really 
shouldn't take long. But their journey doesn't quite go to plan...Faced 
with turbulent storms, a terrifying sea monster and the rank remains of 
a very dangerous sandwich, the odds are against our unlikely heroes. 
Will the Harriet, their trusted vessel, withstand the violent lashings of 
the salty waves? And will anyone ever answer their message in a 
bottle? Brilliantly funny and tender, this beautiful book maps the 
growth of a truly memorable friendship and explores how, when all 
else is lost, the most unexpected joys can be found. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

An Elephant in the Garden 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
A thrilling and moving novel about an extraordinary animal caught up in 
a very human war, for anyone who loved The Amazing Story of 
Adolphus Tips or The Butterfly Lion...By the award-winning former 
Children's Laureate and author of War Horse. Dresden, 1945. Elizabeth 
and Karli's mother works at the zoo, where her favourite animal is a 
young elephant named Marlene. Then the zoo director tells her that the 
dangerous animals - including the elephants - must be shot before the 
town is bombed. Unable to give Marlene up, their mother moves her into 
the back garden to save her...and then the bombs start to fall. Their home 
destroyed, the whole family must flee the bombed-out city and through 
the perilous, snow-covered landscape, all the while avoiding the Russian 
troops who are drawing ever closer. It would be hard enough to do, 
without an elephant in tow... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

St John’s Spring Reading Challenge



 

Annie 
Thomas Meehan 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. 'Annie' began in 1924 as the heroine of a comic strip 
cartoon called LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE. Her adventures ran in 
newspapers in America for over 40 years before it was turned into a 
Broadway musical. It's 1933 and for as long as she can remember, 11 
year old Annie has believed that her mother and father would come back 
to her New York City orphanage to get her. But mean Miss Hannigan 
the headmistress is making Annie's life a misery. So she runs away to 
find her parents - and along the way she rescues a friendly dog, meets 
millionaire Oliver Warbucks, and has a many scary and exciting 
adventures. Will kind-hearted Annie find a way to escape her hard-
knock life? The author THOMAS MEEHAN is the playwright of the 
original Broadway play and he has expanded the story of the plucky 
little orphan in this classic American tale. Thomas Meehan was born in 
New York in 1929. He worked as a journalist for the New Yorker 
magazine and wrote comedy sketches for the satirical TV show, 'That 
Was the Week That Was'. He received a Tony Award for Annie in 1977, 
for The Producers in 2001 and in 2003 for the musical Hairspray. He 
currently lives in New York city and in Nantucket, Massachusetts. Also 
available in A Puffin Book: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK 
HOME by Michelle Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART 
LITTLE and THE TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE 
BORROWERS by Mary Norton STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King 
ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG 
SO SMALL by Philippa Pearce GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray 
Williams CARRIE'S WAR by Nina Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE 
RATS OF NIMH by Richard C O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by 
Madeleine L'Engle THE CAY by Theodore Taylor TARKA THE 
OTTER by Henry Williamson WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams 
SMITH by Leon Garfield THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael 
Ende ANNIE by Thomas Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END 
STREET by Eve Garnett 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

Charlotte's Web 
E. B. White 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. This is the story of a little girl named Fern who loved a 
little pig named Wilbur and of Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte A. 
Cavatica, a beautiful large grey spider. With the unlikely help of 
Templeton the rat, and a wonderfully clever plan of her own, Charlotte 
saves the life of Wilbur, who by this time has grown up to be quite a pig. 
A time-honoured classic favourite. E. B. White was born in New York 
in 1899 and died in 1985. He kept animals on his farm in Maine and 
some of these creatures crept into his books, such as STUART LITTLE 
which was made into a blockbusting film in 2000. He received many 
awards including the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal in 1970, an award 
given every five years to authors who have 'made a substantial and 
lasting contribution to literature for children'. Also by E B White and 
available in A PUFFIN BOOK: Charlotte's Web; Stuart Little; The 
Trumpet of the Swan Also available in A Puffin Book: GOODNIGHT 
MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by Michelle Magorian 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE TRUMPET OF 
THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by Mary Norton 
STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR 
MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO SMALL by Philippa Pearce 
GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams CARRIE'S WAR by Nina 
Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF NIMH by Richard C 
O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine L'Engle THE CAY by 
Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by Henry Williamson 
WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by Leon Garfield 
THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende ANNIE by Thomas 
Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve Garnett 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Jeff Kinney 
 
The hilarious and original global bestseller Diary of a Wimpy Kid - 
perfect for readers of 8+ and also reluctant readers, everyone loves the 
adventures of Greg Heffley. Now a major film series, Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: The Long Haul is in cinemas now! Let me get something straight: 
this is a JOURNAL, not a diary. This was Mom's idea, not mine. But if 
she thinks I'm going to write down my feelings in here or whatever, 
she's crazy. The only reason I agreed to do this at all is because I figure 
later on when I'm rich and famous, this book is gonna come in handy. 
But for now I'm stuck with a bunch of morons. Today is the first day of 
school, so I figured I might as well write in this book to pass the time. 
Just don't expect me to be all Dear Diary this and Dear Diary that. Praise 
for Jeff Kinney: 'The world has gone crazy for Jeff Kinney's Diary of a 



Wimpy Kid' - Sun 'Kinney is right up there with J K Rowling as one of 
the bestselling children's authors on the planet' - Independent 'The most 
hotly anticipated children's book of the year is here - Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid' - Big Issue 'Hilarious' - Telegraph 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Fortunately, the Milk ... 
Neil Gaiman 
 
You know what it's like when your mum goes away on a business trip 
and Dad's in charge. She leaves a really, really long list of what he's 
got to do. And the most important thing is DON'T FORGET TO GET 
THE MILK. Unfortunately, Dad forgets. So the next morning, before 
breakfast, he has to go to the corner shop, and this is the story of why 
it takes him a very, very long time to get back. Featuring: Professor 
Steg (a time-travelling dinosaur), some green globby things, the 
Queen of the Pirates, the famed jewel that is the Eye of Splod, some 
wumpires, and a perfectly normal but very important carton of milk. 
The award-laden, bestselling Neil Gaiman, author of The Ocean at the 
End of the Lane, Stardust, Neverwhere, The Graveyard Book and 
Coraline, brings his biggest ever publishing year to a spectacular 
conclusion with this gloriously entertaining novel about time-travel, 
dinosaurs, milk and dads. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Gobbolino The Witch's Cat 
Ursula Moray Williams 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. Gobbolino by Ursula Moray Williams is the charming 
tale of a witch's cat who would rather be a kitchen cat. Gobbolino has 
one white paw and blue eyes and isn't wicked at all, so his mother 
doesn't like him. He escapes to look for a kitchen home but is distrusted 
everywhere he goes and blamed for mysterious happenings, such as the 
farmer's milk turning sour and the orphanage children's gruel turning 
into chocolate. A perfect story for A Puffin Book with charming black 
and white illustrations by the author, Ursula Moray Williams. Ursula 
Moray Williams was born on 19 April 1911 at Petersfield, Hampshire, 
ten minutes after her twin sister, Barbara. She wrote and illustrated over 
sixty books for children with the most notable being Gobbolino the 
Witch's Cat and The Adventures of the Little Wooden Horse. Ursula 
Moray Williams died in October 2006. Also available in A Puffin Book: 
GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by Michelle 
Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE 
TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by 
Mary Norton STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF 



THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO 
SMALL by Philippa Pearce GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams 
CARRIE'S WAR by Nina Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF 
NIMH by Richard C O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine 
L'Engle THE CAY by Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by 
Henry Williamson WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by
Leon Garfield THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende 
ANNIE by Thomas Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END 
STREET by Eve Garnett 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Goth Girl and the Ghost of a Mouse 
Chris Riddell 
 
Ada Goth is the only child of Lord Goth. The two live together in the 
enormous Ghastly-Gorm Hall. Lord Goth believes that children 
should be heard and not seen, so Ada has to wear large clumpy boots 
so that he can always hear her coming. This makes it hard for her to 
make friends and, if she's honest, she's rather lonely. Then one day 
William and Emily Cabbage come to stay at the house, and together 
with a ghostly mouse called Ishmael they and Ada begin to unravel a 
dastardly plot that Maltravers, the mysterious indoor gamekeeper, is 
hatching. Ada and her friends must work together to foil Maltravers 
before it's too late! 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

How To Train Your Dragon Book 1 
Cressida Cowell 
 
Read the books that inspired the DreamWorks How to Train Your 
Dragon films.THE STORY BEGINS in the first volume of Hiccup's 
How to Train Your Dragon memoirs... Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III 
was an awesome sword-fighter, a dragon-whisperer and the greatest 
Viking Hero who ever lived. But it wasn't always like that. In fact, in the 
beginning, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was the most put upon 
Viking you'd ever seen. Not loud enough to make himself heard at 
dinner with his father, Stoick the Vast; not hard enough to beat his chief 
rival, Snotlout, at Bashyball, the number one school sport and 
CERTAINLY not stupid enough to go into a cave full of dragons to find 
a pet... It's time for Hiccup to learn how to be a Hero.Read all of 
Hiccup's exploits in the How to Train Your Dragon series: How to Train 
Your Dragon, How to Be a Pirate, How to Speak Dragonese, How to 
Cheat a Dragon's Curse, How to Twist a Dragon's Tale, A Hero's Guide 
to Deadly Dragons, How to Ride a Dragon's Storm, How to Break a 
Dragon's Heart, How to Steal a Dragon's Sword, How to Seize a 
Dragon's Jewel and How to Betray a Dragon's Hero. Check out the 
Hiccup website at www.howtotrainyourdragonbooks.com. It's the place 
to go for games, downloads, activities and sneak peeks! Read all about 



Hiccup and all of your favourite characters, learn to speak Dragonese 
and train your own dragon to do tricks! 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

I Was a Rat! 
Philip Pullman 
 
'I WAS A RAT!' So insists Roger. Maybe it's true. But what is he 
NOW? A terrifying monster rampaging in the sewers? The Daily 
Scourge is sure of it. A money-spinning fairground freak? He is to Mr 
Tapscrew. A champion wriggler and a downy card? That's what Billy 
hopes. Or just an ordinary small boy, though a little ratty in his habits? 
Only three people believe this version of the story. Only one of them 
knows who Roger really is. And luckily a story about her can sell even 
more newspapers than one about a rat-boy ... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Lost! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog 
Jeremy Strong 
 
From The Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog to karate princesses and hot 
cross bottoms, there's a Jeremy Strong story to suit every child's sense of 
humour. Jeremy's readers range from 7 to teen, perfect for fans of Roald 
Dahl and Andy Stanton. Streaker the dog is lost. And not just a bit lost, 
but really lost. It wasn't even her fault! She wanted to protect some pies 
from the PIE ROBBER and suddenly she's miles from home and two-
legged Trevor AND she has to make friends with a cat. A CAT! But it 
gets a lot HAIRIER when they find themselves face-to-face with a 
baboon...Will Streaker ever see her beloved pups again? And more 
importantly, will she ever eat another donut again? Award-winning 
Jeremy Strong has written many wacky books for children aged 7-teen, 
including My Dad's Got an Alligator and My Brother's Famous Bottom. 
Most of which are illustrated by Nick Sharratt, who also illustrates for 
Jacqueline Wilson! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog is back causing 
more chaos and getting into more trouble in The Hundred-Mile-An-
Hour Dog, Lost! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog, Wanted! The 
Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog, Christmas Chaos for the Hundred-Mile-
An-Hour Dog and The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog Goes for Gold - 
guaranteed to have you laughing your socks off! 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

Lucky 
Chris Hill 
 
When lost red squirrel Lucky finds himself in Albion Park, the native 
squirrels all around him are bigger, tougher, and much more . grey. He 
needs all the luck he can find to fit in, and even more to pass the Squirrel 
Trial that will give him a permanent place in the park. But when Lucky 
discovers a plot that threatens their home, he'll need more than just good 
fortune on his side . 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Lunatics and Luck 
Marcus Sedgwick 
 
Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, 
Edgar the raven, and discover the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. 
Solstice and Cudweed are appalled to find their father has appointed a 
new school master. But things get even worse when the grumpy, 
viciously mean teacher actually arrives. The Otherhand children are sure 
there's something more to him than meets the eye - the trouble is, who 
will believe them? No one it seems. Except, perhaps, Edgar. Winner of 
the 2011 Blue Peter Book Award for Most Fun Story With Pictures, 
LUNATICS AND LUCK is the third story in this hilarious six book 
mystery series (with a touch of goth-froth) for 9 year olds from 
bestselling author, Marcus Sedgwick with quirky black and white line 
illustrations from new talent, Pete Williamson. Dedicated website on 
Raven Mysteries: www.ravenmysteries.co.uk 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Mouse Bird Snake Wolf 
David Almond 
 
The dream team of David Almond and Dave McKean bring us a 
complete story set in an incomplete world.The gods have created a 
world - they've built mountains, a sea and a sky - and now their days 
are filled with long naps in the clouds (and tea and cake). That's until 
Harry, Sue and Little Ben begin to fill the gaps of the world: with a 
mousy thing, a chirpy thing and a twisty legless thing. As the 
children's ideas take shape, the power of their visions proves to be 
greater than they, or the gods, could ever have imagined. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

Mouse Noses on Toast 
Daren King 
 
'I will have the colourful parrot soup,' the lady said, 'with extra 
beaky bits.' 'And I,' said her husband, 'will have mouse noses on 
toast.' The waiter flipped open his notebook and wrote this down. 
'Would that be with whiskers, Sir, or without?' Hiding on the 
restaurant table, Paul Mouse's world has just turned upside down. 
Surely the man is making a joke? Isn't mouse noses on toast just a 
big myth? Gathering his friends - Sandra the Christmas tree 
decoration, Rowley Barker Hobbs, the sheepdog, and the Tinby, a 
kind of monster - Paul becomes determined to find the truth. So 
begins an adventure involving mouse activists, the prime minister, 
cheese addicts and a wildly insane Tinby. But what awaits them all 
at the mouse noses abbatoir...? 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

Mr Mumbles 
Barry Hutchison 
 
Kyle's imaginary friend from childhood is back...with a vengeance. Kyle 
hasn't seen Mr Mumbles in years. And there's a good reason for that: Mr 
Mumbles doesn't exist. But now Kyle's imaginary friend is back, and 
Kyle doesn't have time to worry about why. Only one thing matters: 
staying alive...A major series from a fresh new talent, brought to you by 
the publisher that put horror on the map. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Mr Stink 
David Walliams 
 
The second original, touching, twisted, and most of all hilarious novel 
for children from David Walliams, number one bestseller and fastest 
growing children's author in the country - beautifully illustrated by 
Quentin Blake. Mr Stink stank. He also stunk. And if it was correct 
English to say he stinked, then he stinked as well... It all starts when 
Chloe makes friends with Mr Stink, the local tramp. Yes, he smells a 
bit. But when it looks like he might be driven out of town, Chloe 
decides to hide him in the garden shed. Now Chloe's got to make sure 
no one finds out her secret. And speaking of secrets, there just might be 
more to Mr Stink than meets the eye... or the nose. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

My Headteacher is a Vampire Rat 
Pamela Butchart 
 
The third zippy and zany tale by Pamela Butchart sees Izzy and her 
friends plunged into more primary-school craziness. This time, they 
decide that their new head teacher is a vampire rat, based on his being 
slightly scary, having the blinds drawn in his office during the day and 
the fact he's banned garlic bread at lunchtimes. Now they just have to 
come up with a plan to vanquish him. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Oliver and the Seawigs 
Philip Reeve 
 
A lively, gorgeously illustrated story from Dynamic Duo, Reeve and 
McIntyre! Along with his new friends, a grumpy old albatross, a short-
sighted mermaid, and a friendly island called Cliff, Oliver goes off in 
search of his missing parents. But before he can put his rescue plan into 
action there's the evil Stacey de Lacey and an army of greasy, green sea 
monkeys to contend with ... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Sophie and the Albino Camel 
Stephen Davies 
 
Sophie lives in Gorom-Gorom with her carnivorous-plant obsessed dad. 
Despite living there for two years and speaking the local language, 
Sophie finds it difficult to make friends. So when she meets Gidaado, a 
young griot (story-teller) she agrees to join him and his albino camel, 
Chobbal, on a journey to his village. It is not until they have set off that 
Sophie begins to realise just how dangerous the desert is - it's full of 
djinns that creep up behind you and jump on your head and make you go 
mad, not to mention the infamous Moussa ag Litni, a ruthless bandit 
who steals camels... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

Stig Of The Dump 
Clive King 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. Clive King's Stig of the Dump is a much-loved modern 
classic. It is the story of Barney and his best friend, cave-man Stig. 
Barney is a solitary little boy, given to wandering off by himself. One 
day he is lying on the edge of a disused chalk-pit when it gives way and 
he lands in a sort of cave. Here he meets 'somebody with a lot of shaggy 
hair and two bright black eyes' wearing a rabbit skin and speaking in 
grunts. He names him Stig. Of course nobody believes Barney when he 
tells his family all about Stig, but for Barney cave-man Stig is totally 
real. They become great friends, learning each others ways and 
embarking on a series of unforgettable adventures. Clive King was born 
in Richmond, Surrey, in 1924. When he was young his family moved to 
a village called Ash, near Sevenoaks in Kent, which is the setting for 
Stig of the Dump. He went to Downing College, Cambridge, and the 
School of Oriental and African Studies in London. He then served in the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. His service as a sailor and his work as a 
language teacher took him all over the world. Clive King lives with his 
family in Norfolk and is a full-time writer. Also available in A Puffin 
Book: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by Michelle 
Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE 
TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by 
Mary Norton STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF 
THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO 
SMALL by Philippa Pearce GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams 
CARRIE'S WAR by Nina Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF 
NIMH by Richard C O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine 
L'Engle THE CAY by Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by 
Henry Williamson WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by 
Leon Garfield THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende ANNIE 
by Thomas Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve 
Garnett Other titles by Clive King: Hamid of Aleppo; The Town that 
Went South; The 22 Letters; The Night the Water Came; Snakes and 
Snakes; Me and My Million; The Inner Ring series; The Devil's Cut; 
Ninny's Boat; The Sound of propellors; The Seashore People; A Touch 
of Class 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

Stuart Little 
E. B. White 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. Stuart Little is the enchanting tale of the mouse who is 
small in size but enormous in spirit by E. B. White, author of 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB. Also by E. B. White and available in A PUFFIN 
BOOK: Charlotte's Web and The Trumpet of the Swan Also available in 
A Puffin Book: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by 
Michelle Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE 
TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by 
Mary Norton STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF 
THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO 
SMALL by Philippa Pearce GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams 
CARRIE'S WAR by Nina Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF 
NIMH by Richard C O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine 
L'Engle THE CAY by Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by 
Henry Williamson WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by 
Leon Garfield THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende ANNIE 
by Thomas Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve 
Garnett Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans 
he lives in New York City with his parents, his older brother George and 
Snowball the cat. He's an adventurous and heroic little mouse. When his 
best friend, a beautiful little bird called Margalo disappears from her 
nest, Stuart is determined to track her down. He ventures away from 
home for the very first time in his life and finds himself embroiled in 
one exciting adventure after another, making new friends and meeting 
old ones along the way. E. B. White was born in New York in 1899 and 
died in 1985. He kept animals on his farm in Maine and some of these 
creatures crept into his books, such as STUART LITTLE which was 
made into a film in 2000 starring Hugh Lawrie. E. B. White received 
many awards including the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal in 1970, an 
award given every five years to authors who have 'made a substantial 
and lasting contribution to literature for children'. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

The Adventures of Shola 
Bernardo (Author) Atxaga, Mikel (Illustrator) Valverde 
 
Winner of the 2014 Marsh Award for Children's LiteratureShola is a 
little dog with attitude. Frustratingly for her, she loves both comfort 
(mainly in the form of food) and adventure (in theory, at least), and 
spends much of her time trying to decide between the two. Whether 
she is faced with the possibility that she may really be a lion or the 
prospect of a boar-hunt, with eccentric American visitors or 
insufferable country bumpkins, Shola is not afraid to pursue her 
dreams ... up to a point.Lovingly and revealingly illustrated by Mikel 



Valverde, these four stories in one volume are a treasure-trove of 
amusement which cannot fail to cheer the reader.'Mikel Valverde's 
illustrations are most expressive and the English translation comes 
courtesy of the great Margaret Jull Costa... Shola is one of the most 
impressive heroines of the modern world' Eileen Battersby, Irish 
Times'A charming, witty, spirited collection of stories about the 
exploits of an irresistibly characterful little dog' Daniel Hahn, PEN 
Atlas Books of the Year'Totally charming' Independent Children's 
books of the Year>'Fabulous' Guardian Children's Books'A short, 
sweet, and entertaining story... truly lovely illustrations and some 
wonderful wordplay-derived humour' The Book Wars'First Spot, then 
Snowy and now Shola - children's literature has an illustrious history 
of plucky S-name canines... Mikel Valverde's illustrations are, like 
the best of cartoon strips, wittily and expressively detailed' 
Junior'Funny and heart-warming stories, beautifully packaged and 
affectionately and cleverly illustrated' Lancashire Evening Post 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

The Boy in the Dress 
David Walliams 
 
The sparkling debut children's novel from David Walliams, number one 
bestseller and fastest growing children's author in the country, with 
sparkling new cover look to tie in with later books. Dennis was different. 
Why was he different, you ask? Well, a small clue might be in the title 
of this book... Charming, surprising and hilarious - The Boy in the Dress 
is everything you would expect from the co-creator of Little Britain. 
David Walliams's beautiful first novel will touch the hearts (and funny 
bones) of children and adults alike. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

The Family from One End Street 
Eve Garnett 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime.Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes.THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve 
Garnett is the story of everyday life in the big, happy Ruggles family 
who live in the small town of Otwell. Father is a dustman and Mother a 
washerwoman. Then there's all the children - practical Lily Rose, clever 
Kate, mischievous twins James and John, followed by Jo, who loves 
films, little Peg and finally baby William. A truly classic book awarded 
the Carnegie Medal as the best children's book of 1937.Eve Garnett was 
born in 1900 in Worcestershire, and studied art at Chelsea Polytechnic 
and the Royal Academy School of Art. Whilst a student, she sketched 
the people of the East End slums and was haunted by the poverty she 
had witnessed, resolving to do something to bring the plight of the 



working-class family to people's attention. The Family from One End 
Street was originally published by Frederick Muller in 1937, followed 
by The Further Adventures of the Family from One End Street in 1956, 
and Holiday at Dew Drop Inn in 1962. She died in 1991.Also available 
in A Puffin Book: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by 
Michelle Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE 
TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by 
Mary NortonSTIG OF THE DUMP by Clive KingROLL OF 
THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. TaylorA DOG SO 
SMALL by Philippa PearceGOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray 
WilliamsCARRIE'S WAR by Nina BawdenMRS FRISBY AND THE 
RATS OF NIMH by Richard C O'BrienA WRINKLE IN TIME by 
Madeleine L'EngleTHE CAY by Theodore TaylorTARKA THE 
OTTER by Henry WilliamsonWATERSHIP DOWN by Richard 
AdamsSMITH by Leon GarfieldTHE NEVERENDING STORY by 
Michael EndeANNIE by Thomas MeehanTHE FAMILY FROM ONE 
END STREET by Eve Garnett 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

The Firework-Maker's Daughter 
Philip Pullman 
 
What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the world is ...a 
Firework-Maker! But firework-making is not just about being able to 
make Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. There is also one special 
secret: every Firework-Maker must make a perilous journey to face the 
terrifying Fire-Fiend! Not knowing that she needs special protection to 
survive the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. Her friends, Chulak 
and Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after her. But can they 
possibly reach her in time? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

The Grunts in Trouble 
Philip Ardagh 
 
Mr and Mrs Grunt, who are neither clean nor clever, live with their 
adopted - in fact, abducted - son, Sunny, in a donkey-drawn caravan 
somewhere or other at some time that is a bit like now but not exactly 
now. Sunny is an odd-looking boy, what with his left ear being higher 
than his right ear and that kind of sticky-up hair which NEVER goes 
flat, even if you massage glue into it and then jump on it. Together the 
unusual family find themselves in frankly improbable but very funny 
adventures involving bendy railings, double-barrelled shotguns, full-fat 
yoghurt and, always, a beard of bees. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

The Hunting of the Snark 
Chris Riddell, Lewis Carroll, Chris Riddell 
 
They sought it with thimbles, they sought it with care; They pursued 
it with forks and hope; They threatened its life with a railway-share; 
They charmed it with smiles and soap. Lewis Carroll's magnificent 
nonsense poem The Hunting of the Snark features an unlikely cast of 
characters drawn from the Jabberwocky in Through the Looking 
Glass. This irresistible version is illustrated, and has an introduction 
by, Chris Riddell. This is a luxury edition with both black and white 
and colour artwork, ribbon marker and metallic blue sprayed edges. 
It was first published by Macmillan in 1876. 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

The Jungle Book 
Rudyard Kipling 
 
First published by Macmillan in 1894, The Jungle Book is the classic 
collection of animal tales that shows Rudyard Kipling's writing for 
children at its best. The short stories and poems include the tale of 
Mowgli, a boy raised by a pack of wolves in the Indian jungle. We meet 
the tiger Shere Khan, Bagheera, the black panther, Baloo, the 'sleepy 
brown bear', and the python, Kaa. Other famous stories include the tale 
of the fearless mongoose Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, and that of elephant-handler 
Toomai of the Elephants. With a beautiful foiled cover, this edition from 
the original publisher of Rudyard Kipling's much-loved classic is a book 
to treasure. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

The Terrible Thing That Happened to Barnaby Brocket 
John Boyne 
 
There's nothing unusual or different about the Brocket family - and 
they're keen to keep it that way. But when Barnaby Brocket comes into 
the world, it's clear he's anything but ordinary. To his parents' horror, 
Barnaby defies the laws of gravity - and floats. Soon, the Brockets 
decide enough is enough. The neighbours are starting to talk. They never 
asked for a weird, abnormal, floating child. Barnaby has to go...Betrayed 
and frightened, Barnaby floats into the path of a very special hot air 
balloon - and so begins a magical journey around the world, with a cast 
of extraordinary new friends. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

The Trumpet Of The Swan, 
E. B. White 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. THE TRUMPET OF THE SWAN is an uplifting story 
by E. B. White, author of CHARLOTTE'S WEB in which wildlife and 
nature blend with fantasy to make a tender, humorous and unforgettable 
animal tale. Unlike other cygnets, Louis, the trumpeter swan, cannot 
utter a sound. But with the encouragement of his father, Louis sets out to 
overcome his problem. One way of doing this Louis decides, is to learn 
to read and write and so he sets off to Montana to find his friend Sam 
Beaver. Louis goes to school with him and learns to read and write, but 
when he returns to the lakes and falls in love with the beautiful Serena, 
he is upset that Serena can't read his sign, which says 'I love you'. Once 
again his parents are determined to help him find a new way of 
expressing himself and it is his father who dreams up the brilliant 
solution that will put Louis firmly on the path to success and fulfilment. 
E. B. White was born in the USA. He travelled about trying all sorts of 
jobs before he joined the New Yorker magazine and became a writer. In 
1970 he was awarded the prestigious Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal for 
Stuart Little and Charlotte's Web and in honour of his outstanding 
contribution to children's literature. E. B. White died in 1985. Also by E. 
B. White: Charlotte's Web and Stuart Little Also available in A Puffin 
Book: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by Michelle 
Magorian CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE 
TRUMPET OF THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by 
Mary Norton STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF 
THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO 
SMALL by Philippa Pearce GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams 
CARRIE'S WAR by Nina Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF 
NIMH by Richard C O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine 
L'Engle THE CAY by Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by 
Henry Williamson WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by 
Leon Garfield THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende ANNIE 
by Thomas Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve 
Garnett 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

The Unlikely Adventures Of Mabel Jones, 
Will Mabbitt 
 
The first book by brilliant new comic author, Will Mabbitt, shortlisted 
for the Branford Boase award 2016. When Mabel Jones unknowingly 
commits 'The Deed' she finds herself swiftly bundled into a sack and 
carried off to the pirate ship the Feroshus Maggot. Crewed by the 
strangest bunch of pirates you would ever want to meet and captained by 
the dreaded Idryss Ebeneezer Split (a wolf with a false leg carved from a 
human thighbone, a rusty cutlass sheathed in his belt and a loaded pistol 
tucked in his pants with no fear of the consequences), the Feroshus 
Maggot whisks Mabel Jones off on the adventure of a lifetime. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

Werewolf Club Rules! And Other Poems 
Joseph Coelho 
 
Do not talk about Werewolf Club! You can howl about it But never talk. 
Do not walk to Werewolf Club! You can bound to it in moonlight But 
never walk. Find out the mysterious rules of Werewolf Club, how to 
look like a rainbow, what happens when puppies fall in love - and how 
to fold up your gran! This is an exciting debut poetry collection from a 
young poet who is already performing his work successfully at venues 
across the UK. 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

Whale Boy 
Nicola Davies 
 
Michael, a young boy growing up on the tropical island of Rose Town, 
has been saving up for his own fishing boat for years. But when a 
terrible storm wrecks his home, Michael is forced to take a job 
working for a rich, mysterious newcomer named Spargo. Spargo asks 
Michael to search for one thing in the deep waters around Rose Town - 
whales... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

William Shakespeare Scenes from the life of the world's greatest 
writer 
Mick Manning 
 
The life of William Shakespeare is vividly depicted, from his 
birth in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, childhood and 
schooldays, through apprenticeship at his father' s glove-
making shop, his marriage to Anne Hathaway, and then the 
move to London - where Will hones his skills as an actor-
playwright for The Lord Chamberlain' s Men. When the 



newly-built Globe Theatre opens in 1599, Will Shakespeare 
is a key member of the company, and many of Shakespeare' s 
most famous plays are first performed here. By his death in 
1616, William Shakespeare is acknowledged as the master 
playwright of his age - and ever since as one of the greatest 
writers of all time. With lively graphic-novel descriptions of 
many of Shakespeare' s most famous plays, including A 
Midsummer Night' s Dream, The Merchant of Venice, 
Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, Henry V, Hamlet, Macbeth, 
Othello and The Tempest, and drawing on the latest 
biographical research, this is the perfect introduction for 
children to the life and works of William Shakespeare. 
Format: Paperback 

 


